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Dr. Goodrich's research focuses on early language and
literacy development in multilingual children, exploring how
they use their first language to learn English in preschool
and early elementary years. His work includes interventions
to improve academic outcomes and methods for
distinguishing language differences from learning disorders.
Dr. Goodrich has published in top peer-reviewed journals
and received funding from agencies such as the NIH and the
U.S. Department of Education's Institute of Education
Sciences.
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I D E N T I F Y I N G  D Y S L E X I A  R I S K  I N  B I L I N G U A L  C H I L D R E N :
P R E D I C T I V E  E A R L Y  L A N G U A G E  A N D  L I T E R A C Y  S K I L L S
A C R O S S  I N S T R U C T I O N A L  C O N T E X T S

Assessing language and reading disabilities in bilingual children is challenging
and often leads to misidentification. This session presents two studies that
identified early language and literacy skills in kindergarten that predict
dyslexia risk by the end of first grade. The research included 220 children
from South Carolina and Texas, enrolled in dual language or English-only
programs. Results showed that English rapid letter naming was the strongest
predictor of reading outcomes across both instructional contexts, with
additional Spanish skills being important in dual language settings. These
findings underscore the need to consider language of instruction when
screening for dyslexia risk.
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